
Mission of the National
Marine Protected Areas Center
The National Marine Protected Areas Center’s
mission is to facilitate the effective use of science,
technology, training, and information in the plan-
ning, management, and evaluation of the nation’s
system of marine protected areas.

To this end, the Center works closely with states,
territories, regions, tribal trustees, and other
stakeholders to improve understanding of marine
protected areas (MPAs) in order to protect signifi-
cant coastal marine resources for present and
future generations.

The Role of the Science Institute
The Science Institute, with offices in Santa Cruz and Monterey, California, supports the design and
effective management of MPAs by developing partnerships with individuals and organizations to fulfill
the key scientific, technical and policy assessment needs of MPAs nationwide.

The Science Institute provides a bridge between the science community and the policy arena of MPAs
by providing access to information and opportunities to participate in the national dialogue on MPAs.
Examples of current Science Institute approaches and priorities include:

* Expert workshops focused on high priority themes in MPA design and management
* National and regional research strategies to help focus natural and social science on pressing

MPA information needs
* Analysis of policy, socioeconomic, and resource use issues affecting MPAs
* Development of practical methods to evaluate effectiveness in MPAs
* Targeted research on ecological processes vital to successful MPA conservation

Partners
The Science Institute actively seeks to develop collaborative relationships with marine institutions,
universities, stakeholder groups, public aquaria, and others. In order to catalyze, support, and coordi-
nate MPA science and policy analysis throughout the country, the Science Institute is developing a
strong network of governmental and non-governmental MPA experts from around the world.
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For additional information, visit www.mpa.gov or contact:
Dr. Charles M. Wahle
Director
National MPA Science Institute
110 Shaffer Road
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
(831) 420-3956
(831) 242-2051 (fax)
charles.wahle@noaa.gov

Joseph Uravitch
Director
National MPA Center
1305 East-West Highway, 12th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910
(301) 713-3100, ext. 195
(301) 713-3110 (fax)
joseph.uravitch@noaa.gov
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